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118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper
wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like
he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to
his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the
old man obeyed his commandment..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it
with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad
entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment
and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and
wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof
Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for
indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces
outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were
rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..62.
Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage
communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he
went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of
thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat
down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the
case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and
donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with
them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,
and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..61. Abou Nuwas
with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover
ccccxxiv.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than
this: but it happened not to myself..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ?
? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii.
199..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen
upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this
came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened
and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the
damsel and the kingship..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows
and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time
Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister
and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then
will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go
with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of
price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and
ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ?
? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.When Dabdin heard
this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God
prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry
her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will
deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for
her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave
her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without
victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood
praying..65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Now this learned man had a wife
renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to
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Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured
of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed
herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and
secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said,
'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a
word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured
in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..When she came in sight of the folk,
they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send
to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the
Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his
hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his
looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble
is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and
Azizeh cxliii.Now he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do,
so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from
thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,'
replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and
said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he
came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade
Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he
summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him
and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).? ? ? ? ? Then
spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening
prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had
that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her
and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the
turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth
because it was burnt..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building
and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in
doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord,"
answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became
mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood;
for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and
hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse,
and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the
Two Sharpers clii.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and
went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man,
she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after
which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he
ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and
delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless
and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God
made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in
whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on
that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth;
so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put
this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like
unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady
Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing
from thy leasing.".When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of
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his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman
[yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans,
(96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's
presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by
his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed
the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord
with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to
be made whole of all their pain and heat..After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before
them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar
converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a
roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy
laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the
highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my
youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave
these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take
the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were
in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and
letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but
slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of
thine enjoyment in all security..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand
dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased
not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand
dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this
ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy
comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited,
(139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace
and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we
fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a
garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of
the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die.
Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my
heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story
cxxix.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Now it was the night-season. So the
soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and
[other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter
fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a
lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man
therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all;
Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.Hawk and the
Locust, The, ii. 50..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case.
Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw
water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water,
issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake.
Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder
mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question
me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they
were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou
mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.1. The Merchant and the Genie
i.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer
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privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from
him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him
and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand
and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and
the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell
him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and
nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.One day, there came a traveller and
seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the
picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and
fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait,
and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities
and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of
the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of
understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier
plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted
of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to
her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This
is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself
by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And
nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as
thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and
contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..On this wise they abode a long while till
one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out
great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him
about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he
would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.When the vizier came to the King of
Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening
and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he
went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and
dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in
him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion
overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his
wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of
fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited
him not..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers
whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they
came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever
he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder
portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of
Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go
to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee
a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a
foreordained (61) decree." (62).Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels,
and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and
Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass
of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling,
with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows:
'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and
exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called]
"The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in
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thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou
favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a
woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she
refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he
should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he
avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the
theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell
me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou
openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk
assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be
the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them,
'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon
a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of
these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into
talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last]
they carried them up to the king..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might
worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his
subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his
women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the
king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with
thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which
thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and
that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.'
Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and
how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every
changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..When the
evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So
he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her,
said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur
to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and
now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no
child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to
him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan
and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there
mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all
of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank
and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What
shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me
to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the
wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with
loneness after thee..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am
mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan
dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole
of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.When the king heard this from
the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the
Porter.Singer and the Druggist, The, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten
me and done my strength away..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other
three, sang the following verses:.On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled
in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother,
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when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and
thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I
came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.Then he dealt
the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced
among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif
swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou
slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest
the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he
said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? How
often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to
him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and
searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth
my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon
the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and
clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise
to come to her on the morrow..110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..? ? ? ? ? Hence on
the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..The eunuch thanked him and blessed him
and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where
we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every
village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the young
Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode
perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed
through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and
passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the like [of
the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How
shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dl.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and
his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise high..Then they went on a
little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them;
whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may
have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and
his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but
have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water.
So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by
the water and entered the village..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and
when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and
forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art
excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said
to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my
mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them
news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she
gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I
do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured
before me many a year..Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and
among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near
unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to
them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them.
They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and
abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more
extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with
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taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with
her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and
saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up
Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall
he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time,
that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to
meet, we twain!.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed
Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she
returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou
embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy
faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand;
so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she
had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and
pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..When she had made an end of her song, she threw
the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my
lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us
what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the
mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?"
asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she
swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder,
that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..The
Second Night of the Month.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my
prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose
father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East
and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the
Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no
need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".When the
troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to
slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased
not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them
many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the
deserts and the cities..117. The Favourite and her Lover M
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