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"There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier
Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a
worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier
[her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I
will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!"
(58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii.
266..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look
that caused thee languishment?.Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Razi (Er) and
El Merouzi, ii. 28..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her
seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye;
Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my
spright..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He
told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit
of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Then
they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very
night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride
and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing
from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that
the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed
Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made
the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to
his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..90. The Devout Prince cccci.Husband, The Credulous,
i. 270..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and
found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed
their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history,
from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her,
and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and
turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on
the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread
and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the
smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at
this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing
upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a
stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was
amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the
picture.".Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her
speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of
thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and
considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she
sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of
puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their
circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to
the sound of the strings..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man
whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and
meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall
concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take
half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the
money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have
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returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget
him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand
[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,
between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken
the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his
lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..When the king heard
this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter
of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found
no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er
Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself
before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send
for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him
and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's
enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him
of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him
hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the
tears of every eye..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me
'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them
combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.? ?
? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Now the singer had entered and the
druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state
of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is
one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the
chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank
and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and
made him promise to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou
become a name of wonderment..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou
Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer
himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the
slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell
down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full
moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with
comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not,
[and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long
estrangement sighed..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So
she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.?
? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved
that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the
soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.When the
evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the
promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the
Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the
letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is
this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his
kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a
huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right
hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal,
tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and
whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth
to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214)
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possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!"
And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and
understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth
and right for themselves.'.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck
and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while
and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say
nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the
thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of
thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the
Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Solomon, David and, i. 275..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three
Girls dxxxii.Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.
(145).1. The Merchant and the Genie i.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the
Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called
Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the
ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him;
nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the
heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was
wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.All who were present
were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing
and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered
into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him
of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he
kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after
mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote
the volume, the Arabic the page.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers
and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I
fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the
vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile
origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of
her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go
to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.37. Abou Mohammed
the Lazy ccc.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not
from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he
abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming
that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was
asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away
My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and
the Parrot dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art
thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in
thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His
bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'
However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he
wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with
rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God;
Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Queen
Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured
deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the
island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the
Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun
and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the
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palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have
gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud.
Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw
that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the
earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming,
from his back..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh
El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me
nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the
daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they
passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he
summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one
night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So
the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and
intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead,
for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also
desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for
shamefastness before God the Most High.'.102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..147. Isaac of
Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben
el Mehdi dclxxxii.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a
waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed
and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and
its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about
vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs
and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I
am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my
lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar,
king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his
company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth
of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled.
Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and
the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee!
Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and
there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee
come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold
somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money
in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went
away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and
the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of
the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be
vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them
farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out,
journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an
exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the
viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of
continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..Then he
wrote a letter to King Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy
service, and may God the Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the
waist in thy service and in caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than
before in zeal and watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a
messenger to the king with the letter and a present..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to
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him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that
his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I
saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for
love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I
observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial
I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week];
(26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and
cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.When the
king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who
counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to
mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and
[dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the
church, a loveling blithe and gay..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.Accordingly El
Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule,
with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth
dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?'
And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up
and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the
morrow..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..?THE
FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night
or day..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from
my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of
the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star,
endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes
as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are
resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and
sang the following verses:.When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered
to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be
God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst
Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying,
'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode
all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his
brother, who was lost years agone..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at
one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..The Merciful dyed me with that which I
wear, ii. 245..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the
trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself
before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had
cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well
versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock
and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and
acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show
it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value,
deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket
belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for
me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Think not that I forget our trothplight after you.
Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was
laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his
Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him,
and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the
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softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought],
busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.I seated myself amiddleward the saloon,
misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists.
One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped
me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and
casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent
knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently
returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the
new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked
up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to
win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and
sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the
host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and
entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he
had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife
and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.Then he thrust his feet into boots
and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust
into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred
dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and
carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's
Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Then El Abbas took leave of the
king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a
window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his
colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed
his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O
my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation
befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn
[and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine
excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to
her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime."
Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And
she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they
came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled
about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and
that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten
work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and
other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.[When the appointed
day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual
for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?"
Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif
purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon
quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ?
? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I
came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk
because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the
folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As
for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like
unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it
[proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail
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to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah,
whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how
many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".There was
once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended
his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode
alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and
seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech
and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil].
So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he
importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me
pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I
went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him
what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took
me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of
Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he
went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the
officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the]
Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase
themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he
taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood."."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and
drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him,
'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men
and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and
thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the
victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said
to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.104. El Amin and his
Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice
singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his
hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other
than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a
cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with
musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had
despaired of her..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of
Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he
said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and
make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind
of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his
soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my
mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like
of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his
mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.The Fifth Night of the Month
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