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THE PET DOVE
Last night, in the superintendent's basement apartment, as they shared a bottle of wine, Sparky had told Vanadium numerous weird tales about
Cain: The Night He Shot Off His Toe, The Day He Was Saved from a Meditative Trance and Paralytic Bladder, The Day the Psychotic Girlfriend
Brought a Vietnamese Potbellied Pig to His Apartment When He Was Out and Fed It Laxatives and Penned It in His Bedroom ....Outside, flames
churned to the left and right of the opening. The front of the house was afire..In the hall that served the two ground-floor apartments, they
encountered Rena Moller, the elderly woman who lived in the unit across from theirs. She was polishing the dark wood of her front door with
lemon oil, a sure sign that her son and his family were coming to dinner..An authoritative note came into Parkhurst's voice, that emperor-of- tone
that probably was taught in a special medical-school course on intimidation, though he was striking this attitude a little too late to be entirely
effective. "My patient is in a fragile state. He mustn't be agitated, Detective. I really don't want you questioning him until tomorrow at the
earliest.".Knacker, Hisscus, and Nork, all talking at once, then failing silent as if they were a single organism, then talking in rotation but
interrupting one another, tried to advance their agenda..On the other hand, one needed to believe in something. Junior didn't clutter his mind with
superstitious nonsense or allow himself to be constrained by the views of bourgeois society or by its smug concepts of right and wrong, good and
evil. From Zedd, he'd learned that he was the sole master of his universe. Self-realization through self-esteem was his doctrine; total freedom and
guiltless pleasure were the rewards of faithful adherence to his principles. What he believed in-the only thing he believed in-was Junior Cain, and
in this he was a fiercely passionate believer, devout unto himself Consequently, as Caesar Zedd explained, when any man was clearheaded enough
to cast off all the false.Beyond the window, behind veils of rain and fog, the metropolis appeared to be more enigmatic than Stonehenge, as
unknowable as any city in our dreams..He couldn't easily refuse the assignment. Later that year, President Lyndon Johnson, with strong backing
from both the Democratic and the Republican Parties, was expected to sign the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and currently it was dangerous for
clearheaded believers in the primacy of self to express their healthy instincts, which might be mistakenly perceived as racial prejudice. He could be
fired..Pecan cakes, cinnamon custard pies boxed in insulated coolers, gifts wrapped with bright paper and glittery ribbons. Agnes Lampion made
deliveries to those friends who were on her list of the needful, but also to friends who were blessed with plenty. The sight of each beloved face,
each embrace, each kiss, each smile, each cheerfully spoken "Merry Christmas" at every stop fortified her heart for the sad task awaiting her when
all gifts were given..Cops at the doorstep, the lunatic bitch with the chair, the clergyman's curse-all this amounted to more than even a committed
man could handle. Get out of the present, go for the future..He raised the window in the kitchen and climbed outside, onto the landing of the fire
escape. Feeling like a high-roaming cousin to the Phantom of the Opera, bearing the requisite fearsome scars if not the unrequited love for a
soprano, Vanadium descended through the foggy night, down two flights of the switchback iron stairs to the kitchen at Cain's apartment.."You're
the one who said your cold's just here. Maybe it stays in the kitchen, hoping it'll get a piece of pie.".When Paul practiced the quarter trick, he
usually did so on the sofa or in an armchair, and always in a room with carpeting, because when dropped on a hard surface, the coin rolled and
required too much chasing..Edom bit his lower lip, shook his head, and stubbornly clung to Barty's left foot.."A friend's daughter. They say she
died in a traffic accident down in San Francisco. She was even younger than Naomi.".Dropped, the wineglass had shattered. But the bottle of
Merlot had survived again, rolling across the vinyl-tile floor until it bumped gently against the base of a cabinet..After following the blacktop fifty
feet, Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the tombstones. He switched on his flashlight and trod cautiously, for the
ground sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and slippery from the rain..In the motel office, Junior paid for another night in advance. His
preference in lodgings didn't run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though
feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..For the past two days, Junior had eaten only binding foods, and late this afternoon, he had taken
a preventive dose of paregoric, as well..draftsman? Having never been nudged in that direction, would Cain have followed a different path that took
him far from Celestina and Angel?.Because his lacrimal glands and tear ducts were intact, Barty could cry with his plastic eyes. Consequently, it
didn't seem all that much more incredible to be seeing with them..The spectral singer didn't exhibit her blood-and-bone sisters' reluctance to pursue
her man..He said this as though confident Agnes would understand what he meant, with a smile and with a glint in his eyes that almost became a
wink, as if they were members of a secret society in which these three repeated words were code, embodying a complex meaning other than what
was apparent to the uninitiated..Second, Thomas Vanadium received no mention: Therefore, his body hadn't been found in the lake. He still ought
to be under suspicion in the Bressler case. And if new evidence cleared him of suspicion, then his disappearance should have been mentioned, and
he should have been listed as another possible victim of the Shamefaced Slayer, the Bandaged Butcher, as the tabloids had dubbed
Junior.."September 13, 1928. Lake Okeechobee, Florida. Two thousand people died in a flood.".Unable to run, he raised his arms defensively,
crossing them in front of his face, though the impact of the coins wasn't painful. Volleys flicked off his fingers, palms, and wrists..Occasionally he
woke in the night and heard himself murmuring the mantra aloud, which apparently he had been repeating ceaselessly in his sleep. "Find the father,
kill the son." In April, Junior discovered three Bartholomews. Investigating these targets, prepared to commit homicide, he learned that none had a
son named Bartholomew or had ever adopted a child..Through the remainder of his dinner, he was entirely future focused, the past put safely out of
mind. Until ...."If they always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.Joey was standing just outside,
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gazing in at her. His blue eyes were seas where sorrow sailed..If the wife killer had cut himself accidentally, his writing on the wall indicated a
hair-trigger temper and a deep reservoir of long-nurtured anger..This time, however, the singing lasted longer than before, long enough for him to
become suspicious of the heating ducts. These rooms had ten-foot ceilings, and the ducts opened high in the walls..Swinging toward the open door,
he saw that the dead detective was true to his word: He wasn't here..I'm not the first to observe that much of what quantum mechanics reveals about
the nature of reality is uncannily compatible with faith, specifically with the concept of a created universe. Several fine physicists have written
about this before me. As far as I am aware, however, the notion that human relationships reflect quantum mechanics is fresh with this book: Every
human life is intricately connected to every other on a level as profound as the subatomic level in the physical world; underlying every apparent
chaos is strange order; and "spooky effects at a distance," as the quantum-savvy put it, are as easily observed in human society as in atomic,
molecular, and other physical systems. In this story, Tom Vanadium must simplify and condense complex aspects of quantum mechanics into a few
sentences in a single chapter, because although he isn't aware that he's a fictional character, he is obliged to be entertaining. I hope that any
physicists reading this will have mercy on him..He threw away his necktie, because in the elevator, on the way down from Renee's-or
Rene's--penthouse, and again on the walk back to his apartment, he had scrubbed his tongue with it. On further consideration, he threw away
everything that he had been wearing, including his shoes..Instead, he encountered an elderly woman getting out of a red Pontiac with a fox tail tied
to the radio antenna. A quick glance around confirmed that they were unobserved, so he clubbed her on the back of the head with the butt of his
9-mm pistol.."Well, with so much on His shoulders, He can't always watch us directly, you know, with His fullest attention every minute, but He's
always at least watching from the corner of His eye. You'll be all right. I know you will.".A blood test might prove that Junior was the father.
Accusations might sooner or later be made against him by bitter and hate-filled members of her family, perhaps not even with the hope of sending
him to prison, but solely for the purpose of getting their bands on a sizable pan of his fortune, in the form of child support..She removed a
temporary cap from the second bicuspid on the lower left side and replaced it with the porcelain cap that had been delivered by the lab that
morning..and proceeded to turn it across his knuckles as swiftly and smoothly as be bad with his right hand..Paul set the nightstand down but
waited, ready to shove the furniture into the stairwell if the swaddled gunman dared return..Sweaty, chilled, trembling, weak-kneed, watery-eyed
with self-pity, Junior spread a plastic garbage bag on the driver's seat. He got in the Suburban, twisted the key in the ignition, and groaned as the
engine vibrations threatened to undo him..If he didn't find the Rolex and get back to his car before the reception ended, he'd forfeit his best chance
of following Celestina to Bartholomew..Carrying him to the window, gazing up at the stars, the moon, she said, "I'll always read to you,
Barty.".Sitting in Simon Magusson's mahogany-paneled office, reading the contents of this file, Junior was aghast. "I could have been killed."."July
6, 1944, in Hartford, Connecticut, a fire broke out in the great tent of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus at two-forty in the
afternoon, while six thousand patrons watched the Wallendas, a world-famous high-wire troupe, ascend to begin their act. By three o'clock, the fire
burned out, following the collapse of the flaming tent, leaving one hundred sixty-eight dead. Another five hundred people were badly injured, but
one thousand circus animals-including forty lions and forty elephants-were not harmed.".Monitoring Barty from the comer of -her eye, Agnes
paced herself to the strides of his short legs, so she was drenched and chilled when she reached the station wagon..This morning, only his love for
his sister, Agnes, gave him the courage to drive and to become the pie man..She stood just inside the front door of the apartment, admiring herself
in a full-length mirror, waiting patiently for Celestina, who was packing dolls, coloring books, tablets, and a large collection of crayons into a
zippered satchel..Or perhaps the sorrow was less sadness than yearning. He had to move on, but he was loath to begin this strange journey without
her..In recounting the fortune-telling session, Agnes had not told the magician about the four jacks of spades, only about the aces of diamonds and
hearts. She never wore her worries for anyone to see; and though she had made a joke of the appearance of the fourth knave on Friday, Edom knew
that it had deeply troubled her..Junior descended the escalator two steps at a time, not content to let it carry him along at its own pace. When he
reached the second floor, however, he found that Vanadium's ghost had done what ghosts do best: faded away. Abandoning his search for the
perfect tie chain but determined to remain calm, Junior decided to have lunch at the St. Francis Hotel..He pointed at his feet. "Toes, toes, toes, toes,
toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes.".Initially, lying drowsily in the sumptuous comfort of Pratesi cotton sheets with black silk piping, Junior assumed
that he was in a twilight state between wakefulness and sleep, and that the singing must be a lingering fragment of a dream. Although rising and
falling, the voice remained so faint that he didn't at once identify the tune, but when he recognized "Someone to Watch over Me," he sat up in bed
and threw back the covers..No sign of Vanadium. Some of the taller monuments offered hiding places on both sides of the cemetery road, as did the
thicker trunks of the larger trees..In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her hands as if she wanted to scrub
them for a long time under hot water..In the noble ruin of his face, Thomas Vanadium's smoke-gray eyes were striking, filled with a beautiful ...
sorrow. Not self-pity. He clearly didn't regard himself as a victim. This, Kathleen felt, was the sorrow of a man who had seen too much of the
suffering of others, who knew the evil ways of the world. These were eyes that read you at a glance, that shone with compassion if you deserved it,
and that glared with a terrifying judgment if compassion wasn't warranted..Nolly, Kathleen, and Sparky had prepared him for Industrial Woman,
but when the flashlight beam flared off her fork-and-fan-blade face, Vanadium twitched in fright. Without fully realizing what he was doing, he
crossed himself..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I assumed she wasn't able to think clearly because
of the stroke..He had considered tracking down Celestina-and the bastard boy--prior to her exhibition. The alumni office of her college might be
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one route to her. And further inquiries in the city's fine-arts community would no doubt eventually provide him with her address..Instead, he
focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four long, thin, chalk-white digits bent to the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to
hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to his piano in the cocktail lounge on Nob Hill.."Ah, evidently you can read my mind. Scarier
than heart reading any day. Maybe there's a thin line between minister's daughter and witch.".Walking away, he was aware of the many faces at the
windows, all as stupid as the faces of cud-chewing cows. He had given them something to talk about when they returned from lunch to their shops
and offices. He'd reduced himself to an object of amusement for strangers, had briefly become one of the city's army of eccentrics..His first word
after mama was papa, which she taught him while showing him pictures of Joey. His third word: pie..holding hands as they watched John Wayne in
The Searchers, David Niven in Around the World in 80 Days. They were so young then, sure they would live forever, and they were still young
now, but for one of them, forever had arrived..His waitress was a cutie. She flirted with him, and he knew he could have her if he wanted..Agnes's
big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the large detached garage, behind the main house, since he was
twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now thirty-six..Then came the Year of the Tiger, 1974. Gasoline shortages, panic buying,
mile-long lines at service stations. Patty Hearst kidnapped. Nixon gone in disgrace. Hank Aaron toppled Babe Ruth's longstanding home-run
record, and the inflation rate topped fifteen percent, and the legendary Muhammad Ali defeated George Foreman to regain his world-heavyweight
title..Thunder less distant now. Around her-the crackle of police radios, the clang of tools being readied, the skirl of a stiffening wind. Dizzying,
these sounds. She couldn't shut her ears against them, and when she closed her eyes, she felt as though she were spinning..Tuesday morning, while
he showered with a swimming cockroach that was as exuberant as a golden retriever in the motel's lukewarm water, Junior vowed never to kill
again. Except in self-defense..Celestina finally zipped shut the satchel. "You better watch out for the big bad wolf.".Although he didn't believe in
destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his future, Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that this
woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the point of cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to find
Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently supernatural events in his life, and generally in a funk unlike
any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to Bartholomew..His precious wife had fallen from the tower
and died only hours before this girl was born. This girl ... this vessel..The apartment above Elena's Fashions could be reached by a set of exterior
stairs at the back of the building. The climb had never before taxed Agnes in the least, but now it took away her breath and left her legs trembling
by the time she reached the top landing.."Water can break?" Maria asked, looking toward the faucet at the kitchen sink. She sighed. "I have so
much to be learned.".Then it would stop. The torment would stop. Surely. His sense of drift, of sliding aimlessly through the days, would lift from
him, and he would find purpose once more in determined self-improvement. He would definitely learn French and German. He would take cooking
classes and become a culinary master. Karate, too..Tom Vanadium, on the other hand, was certain that Cain, having prepared for the possibility that
something would go wrong during his assault on Celestina, wouldn't be easy to locate or to apprehend. In Vanadium's view, the maniac either had a
bolt-hole waiting in the city or was already out of the SFPD's jurisdiction.."Mommy, did you know, every day on Mars is thirty-seven minutes and
twenty-seven seconds longer than ours?"."I'm a less philosophical sort than Kathleen," Nolly said, "so what I've been wondering is where you
learned the tricks with the quarter. How is it you're priest, cop-and amateur magician?".With every step through the long night walk, Paul had
considered what he would say, must say, if this encounter ever took place. Now all his practiced words deserted him..hands as she had seen
surgeons do in movies, and she could almost believe that she was still at home, in bed, in the fevered throes of a terrible dream..Professional magic
was not a field in which many Negroes could find their way to success. Obadiah was one of a rare brotherhood..Now, twenty-four hours later, when
Sparky answered his telephone and heard Tom Vanadium, he said, "You looking for a little company? I've got another bottle of Merlot where the
last one came from.".His right side, however, had come to rest against an object harder than bagged paper, an angular mass. As the skull-rattling
gong faded, allowing more clarity of thought, he realized that an unpleasant, vaguely warm, damp something was pressed against his right
cheek..No inquiring voice echoed off the passage walls, no accusatory shout. He was alone with the cadaver in this mist-shrouded moment of the
metropolitan night-but perhaps not for long,.Evidently, her face was knotted with the effort to remember what the child had looked like, for the
physician said, "Yes? What's wrong?".The reverend couldn't easily escape church obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her
daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina accompany her..knew Phimie died in childbirth, not an accident, and Max's instincts told
him rape. I explained to your dad why Cain was the man. I wanted whatever information he might have. But I suppose ... sitting there, looking at
my face, he decided that Cain is indeed the biggest hornet's nest ever, and he didn't want to put his daughter and granddaughter at greater risk than
necessary.".During the past three years, he'd suffered much because of these sisters, including most recently the humiliation in the Dumpster with
the dead musician, Celestina's pencil-necked friend with a propensity for postmortem licking. The memory of that horror flared so vividly-every
grotesque detail condensed into one intense and devastating flash of recollection-that Junior's bladder suddenly felt swollen and full, although he
had taken a long satisfying leak in an alleyway across the street from the restaurant at which the postcard-painting poseur had enjoyed a leisurely
dinner with Ichabod..Agnes's sharp intake of breath caused Edom to look up from his nephew's name. Pale, she was, her eyes as haunted as old
mansions..Frowning, Panglo, said, "Terrible, you're right, so many terrible things happen, but I don't see why trains-".Turning his patched eyes in
the general direction of his mother, Barty said, "Oops.".Recognizing the danger of saying the wrong thing, the potential for self-incrimination,
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Junior clenched his jaws and waited..Undeterred, the girl said, "Not magic. But maybe I can't learn to do that one, ever."."A ship without an anchor
can never be at rest," he answered. "It's at the mercy of the sea."."That would be wrong. A diary's private." He supposed that to a detective nothing
was sacred, but he was nonetheless a little shocked that Vanadium needed to ask that question..Perplexed by their peculiar behavior, even slightly
unnerved, Tom answered Maria's question. "I'm afraid there's nothing else I can do, nothing more of a fantastic nature."."Why should I care
whether you have any peace?" she asked, and she seemed to be listening to a woman other than herself..For two years, since finding the quarter in
his cheeseburger, Junior had been searching for a metaphysics that he could embrace, that squared with all the truths that he had learned from Zedd,
and that didn't require him to acknowledge any power higher than himself Here it was. Unexpected. Complete. He didn't fully understand the bit
about monkeys and barrels, but he got the rest of it, and peace of a sort descended upon him..The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge,
though he may not know what it is he knows. The first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go straight to
anything lost, a dropped nail, a mislaid tool, as soon as he understood the word for it. And as a boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go
alone out into the countryside and wander along the lanes or over the hills, feeling through the soles of his bare feet and throughout his body the
veins of water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the lay and interfolding of the kinds of rock and earth. It was as if he walked in a great
building, seeing its passages and rooms, the descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was as if his
body became the body of earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his own. This power had been a delight to him as a boy. He had
never sought any use for it. It had been his secret..body on the flight out of San Francisco. When finally her obligations were met, she."Not only
coal miners. Old as you are in some ways, you're still too young for me to explain. I will someday.".-nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor mean,"
Phimie recited, "for all these are sicknesses of this fallen world-".Of course, when turning a quarter across his knuckles, the cop had made no noise.
And he had glided across the hospital room, in the dark, with feline stealth..PERRI'S POLIO-WHITTLED body did not test the strength of her
pallbearers. The minister prayed for her soul, her friends mourned her loss, and the earth received her..Her father respected and admired Tom, so
she was thankful for his presence. And anyone who could survive whatever catastrophe had left him with this cubistic face was a man she wanted
on her team in a crisis..RED SKY IN THE morning, sailors take warning; red sky at night, sailors delight..A cold wind raised a haunting groan as it
harried itself around and around in the bronze hollow of the bell atop the church steeple, shook dead needles from the evergreens, and resisted
Paul's progress with what seemed to be malicious intent. Miles ago, between the towns of Brookings and Pistol River, he had decided that he
wouldn't again walk this far north at this time of year, even if the guidebooks did claim that the Oregon coast was a comparatively temperate zone
in winter..Griskin, a former convict, had served eleven years for second-degree murder before the lobbying efforts of a coalition of artists and
writers had won his parole. He possessed a huge talent. No one before Griskin had ever managed to express this degree of violence an rage in the
medium of bronze, and Junior had long kept the artist's work on his short list of desired acquisitions..In addition to these scavengers, another
presence was here, unseen but not unfelt. The chill of this invisible entity pierced Junior to the marrow: the stubborn, vicious, psychotic,
prickly-bur spirit of Thomas Vanadium, maniac cop, not satisfied to haunt the house in which he'd died, not ready yet to seek reincarnation, but
instead pursuing his beleaguered suspect even after death, capering--to paraphrase Sklent like an invisible, filthy, scabby monkey here on this city
street, in bright daylight..His instructor, Bob Chicane-who visited twice a week for an hour-advised him to imagine a perfect fruit as the object of
his meditation. An apple, a grape, an orange, whatever..In spite of the bravado of the responses in Junior's unspoken half of the conversation, he
was increasingly unnerved by Vanadium. The cop was a lunatic, all right, but he was something more than a mere nut case..The cop had unzipped
the top of her jogging suit and pulled up the roomy T-shirt
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