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THE EASTER EGG HUNT
Junior had seen the silvery coin snapping off the cop's thumb and spinning upward. Now it was gone, as though it had vanished in midair..Like a

spring-loaded novelty snake erupting from a can, Junior exploded up from the chair, nearly knocking it over..By now he recognized that the man

approaching from the other graveside service was neither a Negro nor a stranger. Detective Thomas Vanadium was annoying enough to be an

honorary Hackachak..His conscience as a craftsman would not let him fault the carpentry of the ship in any way; but his conscience as a wizard

told him he could put a hex on her, a curse woven right into her beams and hull. Surely that was using the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes,

but only to harm the harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of their fault and they would know

nothing about it. He thought about it for a long time, working out how to do it, making the spell very carefully. It was the reversal of a finding

charm: a losing charm, he called it to himself. The ship would float, and handle well, and steer, but she would never steer quite true..Although he

related well to the theme of moral relativism and personal autonomy in a value-neutral world, Junior grew apprehensive about each impending

scene of violence, and closed his eyes against the prospect of blood. He resented having to endure ninety minutes of the film before Google finally

settled into the seat beside him..Shuddering with dread, he placed one hand against the door and slowly pushed it open.."Well, the lab could detect

abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter in court. He could say he ate a lot of salty foods.".Fed up with them and with this exhibition,

Junior half wished that he would again be stricken by violent nervous emesis. Even in his suffering, he would enjoy spraying these insistently

appealing canvases with the reeking ejecta of his gut: criticism of the most pungent nature..Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her

pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her husband's.."By the way he acted, you'd have sworn that he gave me and

Angel shelter in the storm, back then, instead of turning us out to freeze in the snow.".Murmuring on the edge of sleep, Barty spoke to his father in

all the places where Joey still lived: "Good-night, Daddy.".people that he was innocent and, in fact, constitutionally incapable of premeditated

murder..RED SKY IN THE morning, sailors take warning; red sky at night, sailors delight..EDOM AND THE PIES, into the blue morning

following the storm, had a schedule to keep and the hungry to satisfy..In the brief silence between cuts on the album, he heard the clink of the

wineglass against the bottle of Merlot, as the visitor evidently gathered them from the floor..Yet his curious attraction to these newborns kept him

at the window, and he began to believe that unconsciously he had intended to come here from the moment he guided his walker out of his room.

He'd been compelled to come. Drawn by some mysterious magnetism.."Yes.  The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces

vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid called emetine.".To become a physical therapist, Junior had

taken more than massage classes, so he knew what hematemesis meant. Hematemesis: vomiting of blood..If the directory proved to be of no help,

Junior would proceed next to the registry office at the county courthouse, to review the records of births going back to the turn of the century if

necessary. Bartholomew, of course, might not have been born in the county, might have moved here as a child or an adult. If he owned property,

he'd show up on the register of deeds. Whether a landowner or not, if he did his civic duty every two years, he would appear on the voter rolls..He

preferred to venture inside the house while some lights remained on. He didn't want to be reduced to creeping stealthily in the dark through strange

rooms: The very idea filled his guts with shiver chasing shiver..Two teenage boys and one elderly woman scrambled across the sidewalk, grabbing

at the ringing rain of quarters. They caught some, but others bounced and twirled through their grasping fingers, rolling-spinning away into the

gutter.."Indeed, you did," said Magusson. "And I dismissed him as a well intentioned crusader, a holy fool. Looks like you had a better take on him

than I did, Mr. Cain.".During those spells when she was too shaky to draw, she stood at the window, gazing at the storied city.."Well, actually, I

owe Phimie. It's what she said between her two deaths on the delivery table that's changed my life.".By the time he arrived at his apartment, Junior

could think of no better action to take, so he phoned Simon Magusson, his attorney in Spruce Hills..His profession was cocktail piano, though he

didn't have to earn a living at it. He had inherited a fine four-story house in a good neighborhood of San Francisco and also a sufficient income

from a trust fund to meet his needs if he avoided extravagance. Nevertheless, he worked five evenings a week in an elegant lounge in one of the

grand old hotels on Nob Hill, playing highly refined drinking songs for tourists, businessmen from out of town, affluent gay men who stubbornly

continued to believe in romance in an age that valued flash over substance, and unmarried heterosexual couples who were working up a buzz to

ensure that their rigorously planned adulteries would seem glamorous..When pale light came to her eyes again, she heard the paramedic and the cop

talking anxiously as they worked on her, but she couldn't understand their words. They seemed to be speaking not just a foreign tongue but an

ancient language unheard on earth for a thousand years..Celestina had chosen to shelter the bastard boy, and in so doing, she had declared herself to

be Junior's enemy, though he'd never done anything to her, not anything. She didn't deserve him, really, not even one quick bang before the bang of

the gun, and maybe after he shot Ichabod, he'd let her beg for a taste of the Cain cane, but deny her..Had he ever thought he could get away with

this? He must have been delusional, temporarily mad.."It was in your heart, too, and anything that's in your heart is there for anyone to see. Will

your father marry us?".After coffee had been served, when Celestina and Wally were no longer the center of attention, he indicated the array of

desserts with his fork, smiled, and said, "I just want you to know, Celie, that these are sweets enough until we're married.".straddles him, driving

big fists into his back, brutally into his sides. With high fences and hedgerows of Indian laurels."Making too many wrong choices," Grace White

said, "produces too many branches-a gnarled, twisted, ugly growth.".As Sinatra began to sing "I'll Be Seeing You," Junior stepped around the
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bloom and the Merlot. He cautiously peeled back two inches of the curtain at one of the sidelights..He stashed two suitcases full of clothes and

toiletries-plus the contents of Pinchbeck's safe-deposit box-in the van, and then added those precious items that he'd be loath to lose if the hit on

Bartholomew went wrong, forcing him to leave his Russian Hill life and flee arrest. The works of Caesar Zedd. Sklent's three brilliant paintings.

The needlepoint pillows, to which he'd colorfully applied the wisdom of Zedd, constituted the bulk of this collection of bare essentials: 102 pillows

in numerous shapes and sizes, which he had completed in just thirteen months of feverish stitchery~.In the closet, a limited wardrobe did not fully

occupy available rod space. On the floor, shoes were neatly arranged toe-to-heel..Lord, help me here. Give me this one, just this one, and I'll follow

thereafter where I'm led. I'll always thereafter be your instrument, but please, please, GIVE ME THIS CRAZY EVIL SON OF A BITCH!.At the

midpoint of the table, directly under the chandelier, the flashing silvery disc turned through the air, turned, turned, turned out of this world into

another..Flanked by Dumpsters and trash cans, through steam rising out of grates in the pavement, past parked delivery trucks, here came the dead

cop. Running.."I've already told them," Joey said, wheeling away from her and yanking open the door of the foyer closet with such force that she

thought he would tear it off its hinges.."I'm no hero," Paul insisted. "I just got your mom out of there in the process of saving myself.".Her first year

at college, she had hoped only to be able one day to earn a living as an illustrator for magazines or on the staff of an advertising agency. A career in

the fine arts, of course, was every painter's fantasy, the full freedom to explore her talent; but she would have been grateful for the realization of a

much humbler dream. Now, she was just twenty-three, and the world hung before her like a ripe plum, and she seemed able to reach high enough to

pluck it off the branch..Not all of the pins were knocked to the shear line with a single pull of the trigger. Three pulls were the minimum required,

sometimes as many as six, depending on the lock..He kept the house, for it was a shrine to his life with Perri. He returned to it from time to time, to

refresh his spirit..Toward the front of the house, along a hallway suddenly as dark as a tunnel, toward a vague light in the seething gloom. And here

a window at the end of the hall..Gazing into the mirror, which ought to have been clouded with self-pity as though with steam, Junior Cain

searched for his anger and found it. This was a black and bitter anger, as poisonous as rattlesnake venom; with little difficulty, his heart was

distilling it into purest rage..Her voice grew thinner when she spoke to Angel, but in this new frailty, Barty heard such love that he shook at the

power of it. "God's in you, Angel, so strong you shine, and nothing bad at all.".In all their years, neither twin had ever set foot beyond the limits of

Bright Beach. They both appeared nervous but determined..To Nolly, Kathleen said, "This is why I married you. To be around talk like this.".It was

the best he could do in protest against the misuse of good work and a good ship. He was pleased with himself. When the ship was launched (and all

seemed well with her, for her fault would not show up until she was out on the open sea) he could not keep from his teachers what he had done, the

little circle of old men and midwives, the young hunchback who could speak with the dead, the blind girl who knew the names of things. He told

them his trick, and the blind girl laughed, but the old people said, "Look out. Take care. Keep hidden.".There were effective actions and ineffective

actions, socially acceptable and unacceptable behavior, wise and stupid decisions that could be made. But if you wanted to achieve maximum

self-realization, you had to understand that any choice you made in life was entirely value neutral. Morality was a primitive concept, useful in

earlier stages of societal evolution, perhaps, but without relevance in the modem age.."Just that she's aware of all the ways things are," Maria

added. "Like you and Barty.".When Celestina first entered his ICU cubicle, the sight of his face scared her in spite of the surgeon's assurances.

Gray, he was, and sunken-cheeked-as though this were the eighteenth century and so many medicinal leeches had been applied to him that too

much of his essential substance had been sucked out..Now, without realizing when it had happened, he had been lowered from his knees to his right

side. Head elevated and tilted by one of the paramedics. So he could expel the bile, the blood, rather than choke on it..after he is rolled onto his

back by his father, now, here, roses by the fistful jammed in his face, crushed and ground.With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty

rode home wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane propped against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a

play filled with a Dickensian amount of childhood suffering..To Agnes, Jacob said, "Likely to be a sunnier fortune if the cards are bright and fresh,

don't you think?".With no clear awareness of having left the guest room, Paul looked down the enclosed stairs..Indeed, she found it difficult to talk

with her son in their usual easy way. She heard a stiffness in her voice that she knew would sooner or later be apparent to him..When he reached

the Suburban and closed his right hand around the handle on the driver's door, he felt something peculiar against his palm. A small, cold object

balanced there.."By the close of business tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your consideration.".Sunday evening, here he

was, cracking open four new decks, as if fresh cards might enable the magic to repeat..Tom pointed to the nearly finished martini that stood on the

table before him. Balanced on the thin rim of the glass: impossibly, precariously--the coin..Sobbing desperately, he dropped the telephone handset

on the secretary, seized the dishtowel. He wrapped the cloth tightly around the shattered stump, applying pressure to diminish the bleeding..He

planned, as soon as they took him out of his cell, to use the old Changers spell of self-transformation and so escape. Surely his life was in danger,

and it would be all right to use the spell? Only he couldn't decide what to turn himself into-a bird, or a wisp of smoke, what would be safest? But

while he was thinking about it, Losen's men, used to wizard's tricks, drugged his food and he ceased to think of anything at all. They dumped him

into a mule-cart like a sack of oats. When he showed signs of reviving during the journey, one of them bashed him on the head, remarking that he

wanted to make sure he got his rest..The possibility that he'd left a clear fingerprint on the watch crystal had to be judged remote. And the band had

been too textured to take a print useful to the police..The dinner guest leaned back into the car, as though to retrieve something. Perhaps he, too,

had been considerate enough to bring a small gift for his hostess..By November 1967, the Father Brown detective stories, written for
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mystery-loving adults by G. K. Chesterton, thrilled Barty. This series of books would retain a special place in his heart for the rest of his life-as

would Robert Heinlein's The Star Beast, which was among his Christmas gifts that year..As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied

him as profoundly as Naomi had satisfied him..The slur faded from his voice in minutes, but he suspected that straining too long to sustain this

borrowed vision could result in a stroke or worse..He hadn't killed this one, of course. A traffic accident. Wasn't that what Vanadium had said? Ten

months ago, following tendon surgery for a leg injury, Seraphim had been an outpatient at the rehab hospital where Junior worked. She was

scheduled for therapy three days a week..the social worker and her family. Husband, wife, daughter, son. The little girl smiled shyly through

braces. The boy was impish..She always had a generous heart. After disease whittled Perri's flesh, leaving her so frail, her great heart, undiminished

by her suffering, seemed bigger than the body that contained it..Although a cold current crackled along the cable of her spine, Agnes smiled at the

card. She was determined to change the dark mood that had descended over them..Police identified Junior as the prime suspect, and newspapers

featured his photograph in most stories. They referred to him as "handsome," "dashing," "a man with movie-star good looks." He was said to be

well known in San Francisco's avant-garde arts community. He got a thrill when he discovered that Sklent was quoted as calling him "a charismatic

figure, a deep thinker, a man -with exquisite artistic taste .... so clever he could get away with murder as easily as anyone else might get away with

double-parking. " "It's people like him," Sklent continued, "who confirm the view of the world that informs my painting.".If someone were here in

the hallway with him, it couldn't be Angel, because she would be chattering enthusiastically in one voice or another. Uncle Jacob would never tease

him like this, and no one else was in the house..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking

one-just one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional

whirlpool of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like

everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent even one day of their lives brooding about

the inevitability of nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and he felt more

alone and threatened than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza..Although rain-pasted to her skin, the fine hairs rose on the nape of her neck. The

gooseflesh crawling across her arms had nothing to do with her cold, wet clothes..Frequently, these days, she found herself explaining aspects of

life to Barty that she hadn't expected to discuss for years to come. She wondered how she could make him understand this: Life can be so sweet, so

full, that sometimes happiness is nearly as intense as anguish, and the pressure of it in the heart swells close to pain..Tom Vanadium checked the

small wastebasket next to the sink and discovered a wad of bloody Kleenex. The crumpled wrappers from two Band-Aids..One problem: Nolly

Wulfstan, Quasimodo without a hump, probably repaired to this convenient club after work, to down a few beers, because this was surely as close

as he would ever get to a halfway attractive woman. The detective would think that he and Junior were here for the same reason-to gawk at nearly

naked babes and store up enough images of bobbling breasts to get through the night-and he would not be able to comprehend that for Junior the

attraction was the dance, the intellectual thrill of experiencing a new cultural phenomenon..The big-headed, bulging-eyed, slit-mouthed runt had

collected $850,000 from Naomi's death, so the least he could do was provide a little information. He'd probably bill for the time, anyway.."You

should be with your children," Agnes worried. Maria looked up. "My babies are sitted with my sister.".Suddenly Junior intuited the identity of the

man in the chair. Beyond question, this was the plainclothes police officer with the birthmark..Having been a volunteer instructor of English to

twenty adult students over the years, having taught Maria Elena Gonzalez to speak impeccable English without a significant accent, Agnes was

little needed as a teacher by her son. Even more than other children, he asked why with numbing regularity, why this and why that, but never the

same question twice; and as often as not, he already knew the answer that he sought from her and was only confirming the accuracy of his

deduction. He was such an effective autodidact, he schooled himself better than any college of professors that could have been assigned to

him.."Come with me," Paul Damascus said at once. "To Bright Beach. It is far away from San Francisco, and he'd never think of looking for you

there. Why would he? You've no connection to the place. I've got a house with enough room. You're welcome. And you wouldn't be among

strangers.".Like a disc fish with silvery scales, the coin lay in the cup of Junior's palm. Directly over his life line..He raised one hand to halt the

genteel debate. "The whole reason I stopped here first, before taking you folks on to my place, is so I wouldn't have to bring your suitcases back

after Agnes won you over. This is where you'll be happiest, though you're always welcome if she tries to work you to death.".Edom, who had never

made it big, medium, or little, watched his sister blur before him. He strove to contain the shimmering hotness in his eyes. His love was not for

magic, and his pride was not in any skill he possessed, for he possessed none worth noting. His love was for his good sister; she was his pride, too,

and he felt that his small life had precious meaning as long as he was able to drive her on days like this, carry her pies, and occasionally make her

smile..Moving out of the doorway, into the bedroom, he said, "What book would that be?".Strapped to the bracing board, semi-immobilized to

prevent the accidental dislodgement of the intravenous feed, Junior's right arm felt half numb, stiff from disuse..Rolling onto her side, fumbling in

the dark, Celestina White snared the phone on the third ring. Her hello was also a yawn..In the motel office, Junior paid for another night in

advance. His preference in lodgings didn't run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery scuttling of cockroaches in the

dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..Each booth was at a large window, and each window provided a view of the

street. Vanadium wasn't out there, watching from the sidewalk, either: no glimpse of his pan-flat face shining in the December sun..Her voice as

bright as her bed ensemble, spiritual sister to baby chicks everywhere, yellow Angel raised her head from the pillow and said, "Will you have a
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wedding?"."When we pull away, people are waving across the street at the UPS truck, and the driver, he sees them, and he stands there, kind of

confused, and then he waves back.".PZ7.L52I5 Tal 2001 [Fic]-dc21    2001016554.Holding up his misshapen hands, knobby knuckles toward

Agnes, Obadiah said, "How do you think they became like this?".The opening paragraph still lingered in his memory, because he had crafted it

with great care: Greetings on this momentous day. I'm writing to you about an exceptional woman, Agnes Lampion, whose life you have touched

without knowing, and whose story may interest you..The full nature of the nightmare continued to elude him, but he became convinced that good

reason for his fear existed, that the dream had been more than a dream. He had a nemesis named Bartholomew not merely in dreams, but in the real

world, and this Bartholomew had something to do with ... babies..The police. The stupid police. Ringing the bell when they knew he'd been shot.

Ringing the damn doorbell when he lay here helpless, the Industrial Woman lurching toward him, his toe on the other side of the kitchen, ringing

the doorbell when he was losing enough blood to give transfusions to an entire ward of wounded hemophiliacs. The stupid bastards were probably

expecting him to serve tea and a plate of butter cookies, little paper doilies between each cup and saucer.."Yes?" the silver-haired eminence replied,

wrinkling his nose as though he suspected that this customer would ask if the display pedestal was included in the price..sky grew sullen in the

early twilight, and the city once more arrayed itself in the red gesso and gold leaf that had indirectly illuminated Celestina's apartment ceiling the

previous night..In the kitchen were a radio, a toaster, a coffeepot, two place settings of cheap flatware, a small mismatched collection of thrift-shop

plates and bowls and mugs, and a freezer full of TV dinners and English muffins..Never would he pause to reload at this desperate penultimate

moment, when success or failure might be decided in mere seconds. That would be the choice of a man who thought first and acted later, the

behavior of a born loser..He was a man of medicine and science, who had been served well by hard logic and by an unwavering commitment to

reason. He wasn't prepared easily to accept the notion that logic and reason, while essential tools to anyone hoping to lead a full and happy life,

were nevertheless sufficient to describe either the physical world or the human experience..In the city again, he stopped long enough to donate the

raincoat to a homeless man who didn't notice the few odd stains. This pathetic hobo happily accepted the fine coat, donned it-and then cursed his

benefactor, spat at him, and threatened him with a claw hammer.."Frequently, symptoms appear early enough that radiation therapy in one or both

eyes has a chance to succeed. Sometimes strabismus-in which one eye diverges from the other, either inward toward the nose or outward toward

the temple-can be an early sign, though more often we're alerted when the patient reports problems with vision.".The tenderness with which Grace

acceded to Phimie's desire, at the expense of her own peace of mind, filled Celestina with emotion. She'd always admired and loved her mother to

an extent that no words-or work of art-could adequately describe, but never more than now..Weatherworkers used to carry a leather sack in which

they said they kept the winds, untying it to let a fair wind loose or to capture a contrary one. Maybe it was only for show, but every weatherworker

had a bag, a great long sack or a little pouch..As the storm failed to dampen Joey, so the rotating red-and-white beacons on the surrounding police

vehicles did not touch him. The.Before he searched the bedroom, Vanadium walked quickly back through the rooms that he had already inspected,

suddenly remembering the three bizarre paintings of which Nolly, Kathleen, and Sparky had spoken, and wondering how he could have overlooked

them. They were not here. He was able to locate, however, the places on the walls where the art works had hung, because the nails still bristled

from the pocket plaster, and picture hooks dangled from the nails..Vanadium's vehicle, obviously not an official police sedan, was a blue 1961

Studebaker Lark Regal. A dumpy and inelegant car, it looked as though it had been designed specifically to complement the stocky detective's

physique..Junior stepped back and squeezed off two shots, aiming for the lock. One round tore a chunk out of the jamb, but the other cracked

through the door, shattering more than wood, and the brass knob wobbled and almost fell out..To the window. The warm room sucked cooling fog

out of the night, and she leaned across the sill into the streaming mist..Swift and yellow, Angel flew to her mother, grabbing at one of the bunched

drapes as if she might hide behind it..Junior could almost feel sorry for this sad, stocky, haunted detective, deranged by years of difficult public

service..He hadn't intended to enter the gallery. No one in his usual circles would attend this show, unless in such a state of chemically altered

consciousness that they wouldn't be able to recall the event in the morning, so he wasn't likely to be recognized or remembered. Yet it seemed

unwise to risk being identified as a reception attendee if Celestina White's little Bartholomew and maybe the artist herself were murdered later. The

police, in their customary paranoia, might suspect a link between this affair and the killings, which would motivate them to seek out

and.Dragonfly."After the quake," Edom said, "forty thousand people took refuge in a two-hundred-acre open area, a military depot. A

quake-related fire swept through so fast they were killed standing up, so tightly packed together they died as a solid mass of bodies.".In a magazine

article about the hero, passing mention was made of a restaurant where occasionally the great man ate breakfast..Having ridden from the church to

the cemetery with Hanna, his housekeeper, Paul chose to walk home. The distance between Perri's new bed and her old was only three miles, and

the afternoon mild.."I hope it will," the physician said, but his emphasis vas too solidly on the word hope..Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his

hours as an outpatient at the hospital, Barty gave no indication that he understood the gravity of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the

doctors and technicians with his sweet personality and precocious chatter.
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