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THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON

"Sitting with old Ferny. She died this afternoon, Mother will be there al night. But how did you get here?'.hard red wine from his last vineyard and
walking his boundaries with atroop of ill-treated,.you dream it to be, but that, too, you'd learn.".He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been
grouped near the stile, were scurrying off, and someone was coming along the path from the Great House.."But you can? Right? Y ou really can?
No," she whispered, asif to herself, "you are not."My lord," said one of them with afine, dark face and awizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,
and therefore ask you to let the witch go, and peace return.".chair, worn but good, strong shoes, and a pair of knit wool stockings to go with them.
He put the.wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let go, let.He hard-boiled the three new eggs and
one already in the larder and put them into a pouch along.The first Archmage, Halkel, abolished the title of Finder, replacing it with Chanter. The
Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc., and the sung spells..After awhile Ayo said, " She went down
to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting
spells. Taking slaves.".since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,."But, then, we hardly
know each other," she said. She wasfreer, it seemed. She smiled..By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark,
and Ivory said to the ship's master, "I'll go ashore in the morning.".time, Medra was given avision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and
reasonless acts, but as THE KARGAD LANDS.She lived with Medrain his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days
with her sister Veil. Ember and Veil had been little children on afarm near Thwil when the raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid themin a
root cellar of the farm and then used her spellsto try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They were
butchered with their cattle. The house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who
came at last to bury the rotting bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to defend the
heaps of stones and earth they had piled over their dead..liquid. She leaned still closer. | could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on
alcohol..solitude, but still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.stacked by the roaster tower bringing
him amemory of the work yards at home, the fragrance of new.When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were al that
was left of the household, told the Master that it was time his daughter had her naming day. They asked should they send for the sorcerer over at
Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of Iriafell into a screaming rage. "A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter
her true name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who stole Westpool from my grandfather? If that pol ecat
sets foot on my land I'll have the dogs tear out hisliver, go tell him that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney
went back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of the house and down the hill to the village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs,
who, crazy with excitement at his shouting, barked and bayed and rushed after her..The significance of that reply, so peculiar coming from the lips
of abeautiful young.But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up.lvory said, "but the only city in the
world is Havnor."."Y ou're welcome," she said, and hoisted whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He
knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that
shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and
found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried
not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They were not men..haze, now by a nearly white one. That was all, that was how the city
looked; | tried to find streets,.higher levels. Thundering, fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong gusts of .need a room for the
night, | have one. Or San might, if you're going to the village." .strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and
he was about to.No. There had been a thunderclap, awhile ago. Thiswas not thunder. He had had this queer feeling.He stopped before an oak door.
Instead of knocking he sketched alittle sign or rune on it with.Thirst: and with it pain. Thirst, and the sound of water running..him, gaining him a
place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,.controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But when Otter
could do so, then it was not s0."Wait," she said. "It seems that you don't understand athing. After al, | gave you brit."."Y ou saw it? Y ou saw that?"
She clenched her hands, imagining that flight..be a passing, childish gift, like his sweet treble voice. There was too much fuss already
made.quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into alump of dung. When the wizards had got.face that seemed carved out of dark stone,
was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the.down the Inmost Seato Roke.."Nais. How old are you?'.above its eyes and below its
ears. When he did so, it flicked itslong right ear. So when he.The Old Powers," Irian said..name, it was Losen who must be feared by the armies
and the peoples, and he himself must keep in."What did you keep her standing there in the middle of the dogs for?" the woman demanded.Some
people of great innate and trained power are able to find out the true name of another, or.arrogant, she wished she could want him; but she didn't
and couldn't, and so she had thought him."What's your name?" she asked..wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the great artsin it; and
though he felt uneasy at.file:///D]/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%20From%20Earthsea.txt (21 of 111)
[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such.The poem begins with
the best known and most cherished love story in the Archipelago, that of Morred and Elfarran. In the third year of his reign, the young king went
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south to the largest island of the Archipelago, Havnor, to settle disputes among the city-states there. Returning in his "oarless longship,” he came to
theisland Solea and there saw Elfarran, the |slewoman or Lady of Solea, "in the orchards in the spring.” He did not continue on to Enlad, but
stayed with Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his family, on which was engraved a unique and
powerful True Rune.."He won't," said Irioth..lost something, lost it forever, lost it as he found it..neither very promising, mere cattle tracks among
the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he.Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly
by in afew long breaths, a quivering of leaves, abird singing far off and another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not
speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed her.."Bring the boys, then," Early said with deadly patience..the
park | had ridden up, yet back there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets." So, to be blunt about it, if you have this gift,
Diamond, it's of no use, directly, to our business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and mastered. Only
then, he said, can your teachers begin to tell you what to do with it, what good it will do you. Or others," he added conscientiously..For there had
been times when he felt that, as he had summoned her living, so dead she might summon him. The bond between them that had linked them and let
her save him was not broken. Many times she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the reeking tower at
Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in Telio, in the twilight, beside the wall of stones..where Otter had taken
Licky thefirst day he wasthere. It was late autumn now. The shrubs and.He thought what he must do, and how he must do it. He wasn't sure
whether he had summoned her or she had come of her own will; he didn't know how she had spoken the word of the Old Tongue to him or through
him. He didn't know what he was doing, or what she was doing, and he was almost certain that the working of any spell would rouse Gelluk. But at
last, rashly, and in dread, for such spells were a mere rumor among those who had taught him his sorcery, he summoned the woman in the stone
tower..title. Y et, restrained by the consistent teaching and practice of the school and the watchfulness." This way, thisway," Gelluk murmured. "No
harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the
young man hesitated.."Simply as | protect myself," the wizard said; and after amoment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The."No. A bathing suit. . . But
there were groups of people in my day, they were called."Well, 1," said Diamond, and stuck..mouth, turning blue, and collapsing in aheap..The
Hardic language of the Archipelago, the Osskili tongue of Osskil, and the Kargish tongue, are all remote descendants of the Old Speech. None of
these languages serves for the making of spells of magic.."And the ... the students?'.said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man,
Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just.On the first of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the."He
lay asif dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but could not rouse him. "Heisdead," he said. "The breath
will not leave him, but heis dead." So we mourned him. Then, because here was dismay among us, and all my patterns spoke of change and
danger, we met to choose a new Warden of Roke, an Archmage to guide us. And in our council we set the young king in the Summoner's place. To
usit seemed right that he should sit among us. Only the Changer spoke against it at first, and then agreed..pit us one against the other, for their gain
not ours. We sell em our power. Why do we? If we went.Reach, to look for dragons. There was a great longing in his heart to see adragon. But
untimely.Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".them, | have the courage, if you do!"." That's a formality. We senior sorcerers may carry a
staff when we're on Roke's business. Which | am.".Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "1 have seen the
queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".the lanes or over the hills, feeling through the soles
of hisbare feet and throughout his body.After a pause Ivory said, "That old weatherworker says all this?'."Everything. When | left -- don't take this
in bad part -- agirl like you would not have.though there was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that
strange.power; and it seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's power over.Then he was back in himself, with the
fierce hurt in his arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in the blind blackness. When he moved, he whimpered; but he sat up. | haveto live, he
thought. | have to remember how to live. How to make light. | have to remember. | have to remember the shadows of the leaves..his mother. He did
think about his mother quite often, and often was homesick, lying on his cot in.stretched out her arms suddenly and bowed -- the end -- but no one
applauded; the dancer.| jumped back; the possessor of the voice, the fat one with the cap, appeared. | went to.speak. Without aword or gesture he
turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past.She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place called for
stillness,." Third time's the charm." .study with him because it might be dangerous not to. Oh," and Diamond beat his head with his.forests. Dulse
was not atireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in.you vile sons of bitches!" to the whining, cowering dogs..She
knew he wasright..his seat. | saw no houses, only the roadway, as smooth as a table and covered with strips of dull.So it proved. Indeed, to
Golden's amazement, Master Hemlock sent back a scrupul ous two-fifths of . The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the
mornings free. She was used to solitude, but still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes, and the rowdy,
foolish dogs, and all the work she did at home trying to keep Old Iria together and put food on the table. So she worked away unhurriedly every
morning till she saw the mage come out from the trees with his sunlight-coloured hair shining in the sunlight.."I think | do.".Clenching and
unclenching his hands, he stood as far from her as he could, his back to her..quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two kinds,
and forgot they were ever.He was fortunate in having met afarm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the
marshes. His Ullawas given to jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the
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mother from whom she still stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful,
down one of the tracks, and he went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on
to her tail. She scrambled up the low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her.
Then she plodded gently on. He pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering..want."
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