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16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.So he repaired to the vizier and
repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy skill
marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth
the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his life and
good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".So she took the hundred
dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose
and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad
and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went
forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast.
Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour
had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif,
"There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a
concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade
him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given
him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and
he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat
talking and laughing at one another..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this, besought God the Most High for
tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to his disciples what he had seen.
Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the other said,.So, when it was the
foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women.
Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy
brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him
what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas,
my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came
his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the
money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee,
how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed
him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind
and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal]
God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the
Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?'
Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me;
and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi
went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to
visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.52. The Devout Israelite cccxlviii.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? O friends,
the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the
Cripple dcxvi.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and
abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I
cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause."
And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set
before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return
for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his
ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps
and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost
wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again
presented himself before the king.].Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set
him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which
the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to
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him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not
budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his
word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide
by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra
the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts
till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to
her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I
serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous
over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no
need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me
in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.When God caused the
morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between
the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his
hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing
the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid
with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed
Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the
Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and
walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came
to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her
pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.One day the Commander of the
Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule.
Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent
and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his
speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we
had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and
entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved
him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin
acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And
where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O
my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case
from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife
and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over
clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his
companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and
fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take
example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so
his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his
victual to one whom he knew not".The Fifteenth Night of the Month..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the
raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to
question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of
my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.On this wise
he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him,
so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in
merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me
to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine
clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and
disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on
before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his
servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating
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might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the
drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still
hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..When she had made an end of her song, the
Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord
and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is
mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind,
mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill
myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Idiot
and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..Now the lodging in
question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this
king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth
from the opening, found that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in
haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So
he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to
violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long
[wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought
against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning
morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a
barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off,
beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind,
Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by
name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good
counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the
affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..When the evening evened,
the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are
bent!.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of
Damascus and, iii. 3..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have
more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.Meanwhile, the people of the
city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death
and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of
the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes
of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself,
'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the
provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had
renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence;
yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end
of that which my friend related to me.".74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES
FROM THE ARABIC".Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year,
doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they
drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a
razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and
when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.Then she changed the measure and
improvised the following:.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on
account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber."
Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the
matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened
before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him,
'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not
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avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me,
saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king
will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the
king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".One of the good-for-noughts found himself
one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the
sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he
came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and
sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So
the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of
kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the
cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should
do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..98. Isaac of Mosul and the
Merchant ccccvii.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle
prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who
hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his
dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one
free-born and true thy case confess..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of
King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii.
145..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS
VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE KNEW NOT..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the
fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to
decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So
they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered
together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his
sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no
difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he
himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they
fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the
sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay,
and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he
lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for
that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my
chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story
from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I
should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth
repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there
needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story
liii.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And
priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village,
had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and
came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the
headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This
is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his
attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they
marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the
fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper
and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the
other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine
occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by
way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no
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desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to
thee other than this, conceal not from me aught.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he
misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal
in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a
niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit
God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy
father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand
are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle
and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle,
so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse
and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue
of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that
shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he
and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his
wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed
against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis
clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land,
to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst
El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog
die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and
torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and
cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred
not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise
him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a
sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested;
after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.Omar ben Abdulaziz and the
Poets, The Khalif, i. 45..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour
and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept
and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died
after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with
his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him,
'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would
appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".When the evening
evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
Know, O king of august lineage, that.I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the
old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this
man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause
[of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may
well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and
he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and
marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most
abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Officer's Story, The
Third, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..138. Hind Daughter of En
Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his
Brother..?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's
brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him].
When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then
she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding
and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from
pain!.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before
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him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures!
May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy
harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing;
whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were
confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned
Man, i. 301..As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no
journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did
she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw
the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him
wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter
in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and
magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the
pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself
comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his
friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant
verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great
was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him.
Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which
time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with
the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion
and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and
pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the
less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Next morning, the old
woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger
slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she
took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old
woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife;
so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all
knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were
about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?"
And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin
el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my
wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a
stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the
round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and
ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am
of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh
gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its
ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will
have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most
fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the
Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said
to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from
the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys,
and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own
name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly
woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my
abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me
till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and
drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars
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and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning
to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to
have one's loved ones ever near,.Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I
have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from
thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So
saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,
and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;
whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got
me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I
awaited her..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that
which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword
saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain
thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured
him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him
into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like
to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times,
then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,
neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but
once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and
dismay..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi
say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual
revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives
and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled,
whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten
aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers
with the money-changer and the ass.".To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding
desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused
public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three
days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and
behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to
departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's
journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was
straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ?
? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.The Eight Night of the Month.100. The Lovers of the
Benou Tai ccccx.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was
vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ?
The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.Then we sat down on the edge of
the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good
galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus,
behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my
friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to
escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber,
without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'
Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I
distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and
saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth,
unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story.
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