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Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and
overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and
seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before
him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath
given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their
clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There
cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..? ?
? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just
in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the
king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by
reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk,
abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and
entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I
hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently
I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not
night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my
case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the
Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he
loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on
life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection.
Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends
and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should
entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the
prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting
him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he
happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah,
my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the
singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..On
this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him
Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she
bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay
of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ?
? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our
prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and
said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel
pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called
Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times
and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him
such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none
seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her
and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness
that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of
this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave
frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and
climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I
entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had
been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away]
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lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger
brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned
unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to
depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my
own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on
over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and
daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying
those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a
low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was
comforted and I was somewhat restored..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left
him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed
[and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in
quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth
day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they
reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with
all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they
pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and
jewels..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper
ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee
bear, iii. 8..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his
handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints
and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double
border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture
to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the
portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance
thereof..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people
deny?.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and
took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up
incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a
camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell,
whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However,
some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went
away..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht.
He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his
enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's
eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to
arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i.
174..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for
this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now
Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he
told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show
before the folk..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's
Story liii.NOTE..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!),
'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe
and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier
than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".? ? ? ? ?
Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.I was once an officer in the
household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I
was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced
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one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day
she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give
no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I
saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him
henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and
memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Abasement,
misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And
she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed
against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers]
commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father."
Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water];
and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be
no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you
will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and repairing to
the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and said to her,
"Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten (101) no good
save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with me what thou
knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I bestirred
myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty dinars and
promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on
thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with
desire straightway..So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told
him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid
them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard
and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in
this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion
had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive
Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him,
"Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the
treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So
Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is
accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold
to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain,
Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i.
53..? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.77 The Draper and
the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all
the night?.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So
the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67)
and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants
to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against
me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler
with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her
and by her talk.'.Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the
spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Now
the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand,
that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him.
When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the
king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became
drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in
which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch
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spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and
slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont
to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness
unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then
shut the door and went away..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there
came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He
hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were
present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O
Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish
thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation,
whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of
God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for
her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he
falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or
lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).As for
the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's
price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy
money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted
his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and
when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and
reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as
they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou
Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon
whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When
El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their
sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy
water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy
wrath nought standeth me in stead..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st
repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of
marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more
loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to
make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to
beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the
chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"
and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene
And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and
her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him
of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art
indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither
settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft
that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this
damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one
who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.Presently, there came in upon us a
spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in
to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the
spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him
therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my
friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood
Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him,
"How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful
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slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her
[former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a
span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear
her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er
Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all
present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she
was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed
upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..Queen
Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then
returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..Then said he whom she had
delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased
him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty
with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story
dccccxxxii.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted
awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore;
whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a
comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell
upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis
addressed themselves to flight..When the king heard this from the vizier, he bade him go away [and he withdrew to his house]..There was once, in
the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two
children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest
fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the
Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed,
their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and
assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels
and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted
in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben
Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode
at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir
(44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The
poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their
arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the
Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth
Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from
me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the
following verses:.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..8. Ali ben Bekkar and
Shemsennehar clxiii.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a
Dream cccli.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed
girls and boys of Paradise.".Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!'
Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he
turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the
Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered
he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all
of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress
of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? And hope
thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..Now this present was a horse worth
ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred
pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make
and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide,
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amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of
David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his
forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy
letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation
whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto
thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.123. The
Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public
(57) it were..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman
ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].18.
Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.When she had made an end of her song, she
threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O
my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch
us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the
mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?"
asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she
swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder,
that he may do our occasions.".So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who
went on before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it
and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the
slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent
from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after
her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and
desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..When the boy grew up, his father feared
for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our
father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder
chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to
his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold,
it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll,
wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for
thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart
blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man
sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the
ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I
been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper
heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my
house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife
and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).Officer's Story, The
Fourteenth, ii. 183..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine
eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she
would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the
treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the
servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of
stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the
top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she
wept..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? The Lord's
alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth
and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of
the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour
and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how
he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to
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wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.When the Khalif heard this,
he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him."
Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he
answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers
cccclv.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..By Him whom I
worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach
of love its troth to thee attributed;.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour
in my eyne!".If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..? ?
? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and
sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that..4. The Three Apples lxix.The Fourteenth Night of the
Month..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well
done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to
her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following
verses:.I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the
shining moon midst the starry train!.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he
went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so
how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day,
without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that
which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If
he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee
another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink
and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was
his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed
his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief
officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you
of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and
answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed,
he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as
thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who
was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew
me not, but there betided me this and that.'.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.When it was eventide,
the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Ay,
ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..40. The Khalif El
Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi
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