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When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone

days..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.52. The Devout

Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the

day..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings

were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful

ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer

of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell

one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then

he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled

him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an

accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So

(quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in

another place we saw food and in a third beds..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice

in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Officer's Story dccccxxx.?Story of Abou Sabir..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I

am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard

this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the

door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and

they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had

denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness.

Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite

Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.The Tenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no

spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein

were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye,

Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him?

Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of

him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and

slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on

his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..EL MAMOUN

AND ZUBEIDEH (163).When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the

wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is

excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi,

who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this

woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon

him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we

would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".The

folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the

kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew

near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and

presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to

rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said,

'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern

hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is

become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that

he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they

slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures

do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of wandering mind..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a

saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan,
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in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were

gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man,

a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various]

degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy

grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be

above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers

el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes

shone sparkling from it straight..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the

king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his

wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present

about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep

guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them,

according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the

Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him

who had reunited him with his family..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest

she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going

up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged,

saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I

deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but

for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those

who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the

ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the

night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his

night bewailing his wife and children..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the

story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next

day..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and

his, i. 301..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were

leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away

and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and

the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein

I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in

act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he

opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites

thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.Actions, Of the Issues of

Good and Evil, i. 103..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not

thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my

mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93)

Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of

wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..No good's in life (to the

counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..On this wise she abode a great while and indeed

yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom,

kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode

amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,

trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,

'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the

eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;

[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady

and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..Bihzad,

Story of Prince, i. 99..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her

abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days
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after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady,

accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me

therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six

months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..THE TWO KINGS

AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154)."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a

goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly,

amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one

of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart

fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou

avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart

clave to her and his colour changed.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace

and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my

mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the

lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we

[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Then said she to him, "O my

son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my

case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son,"

rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat

the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them

and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and

banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to

her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer

the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and

sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a

dotard.".When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him

and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken),

and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited

him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if

thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and

he repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did

enshrine..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have

sight..But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ?

The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold

beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals,

excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came

up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women,

than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon

they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth,

and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by

craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the

king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon

him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee

and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O

king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou

wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his

story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,)

that.18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news

of you present!.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon

quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the
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people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and

urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".When the

folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a

thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and

needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said,

'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he

fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold

on sleep, that Sees from them away..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake

I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.46. The Sharper

of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Then she turned to the old man who had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him

presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she

made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the

city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with the charge of their governance and besought them to make him

king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious

exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime. (10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time,

more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose belly he slit and fled.".SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto

him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had

confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that

which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what

he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them],

hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that

he had formed a just opinion of his skill..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him,

he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him

and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that

he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The

king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that

which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman

said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on

to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I

will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the

thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way

and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is

needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250)

Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for

winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it

four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith

he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes

five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of

twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.'

[So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.Were not the darkness still in gender

masculine, iii. 193..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup

and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with

his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I

know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her

clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".Then she

arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with

soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou

lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still

deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on
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account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate

and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art

assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her

eunuch and he fetched him.'.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like];

and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging;

brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every

night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and

betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I

made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ?

? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..?STORY OF THE KING AND

HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.When the evening evened, the king

sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier

answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.So the chamberlain went about that

which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of

him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the

chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after

forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest

the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their

story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this,

besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to

his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the

other said,.Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall

ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those

who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and

that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following

verses:.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for

your absence had wept at every pore..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right

goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn

aside..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen

seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained

with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad

them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with

pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of

them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out

from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which

thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of

their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they

equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now

she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the

perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out,

under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave

not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es

Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in

city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave

Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with

Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and

contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the

tombs..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I

had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came

the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the
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host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he

was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he

and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..58. The

Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a

Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her,

then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By

Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art,

beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the

Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my

lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord,

thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him

that she would not forget him..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.When came the night, the vizier

presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Picture, The

Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they

heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly

presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light

knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and

embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim

and Selma abode amazed..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her

mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story,

to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook

exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born

of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went

to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of

his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found

the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to

her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and

long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw

himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a

deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode

perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great

village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case;

whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them

and they loved him exceedingly..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of

the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast

down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way.

Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the

other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a

hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide

thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when

he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF

THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but

hear,.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her

not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban

and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and

abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote

upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She

came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the

clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever

in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered
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