
Desire To Change

DESIRE TO CHANGE
He considered calling her, but he didn't know what he would say if she answered..As though Amelia Earhart, the long-lost aviatrix, had reached out

of her twilight zone and snared the two bits, no tumbling coin glinted in the air above the desk..around a long time yet, but women outlive men by

several years. Actuarial tables aren't wrong."."Yes.  The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great

effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered white alkaloid called emetine.".LATE TUESDAY AFTERNOON in Bright Beach, as a darker

blue and iridescent tide rolled across the sky, seagulls rowed toward their safe harbors, and on the land below, shadows that had been upright at

work all day now stretched out, recumbent, preparing for the night..To the left, a door led to a back staircase, accessible with the special key

already in his hand. To the right: a key-operated service elevator for which he'd been provided a separate key..During the girl's final appointment,

Junior discovered she would be home alone that same night, her parents at a function she wasn't required to attend. She appeared to reveal this

inadvertently, quite innocently; however, Junior was a bloodhound when it came to smelling seduction, regardless of how subtle the scent..Besides,

he didn't want the police in San Francisco to know that he'd been suspected, by at least one of their kind, of having killed his wife in Oregon. What

if one of the locals was curious enough to request a copy of the case file on Naomi's death, and what if in that file, Vanadium had made reference to

Junior waking from a nightmare, fearfully repeating Bartholomew? And then what if Junior eventually located the right Bartholomew and

eliminated the little bastard, and then what if the local cop who'd read the case file connected one Bartholomew to the other and started asking

questions? Admittedly, that was a stretch. Nevertheless, he hoped to fade from the SFPD's awareness as soon as possible and live henceforth

beyond their ken.."Those were Rowena's affectionate names for the boys when they were babies. Her private nonsense names for them, because she

said they were like two beautiful little elves and ought to have elfin names.".Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should

be mailed to the following address:.Vanadium, lending an aura of normalcy to the house. Now he wanted silence, so he would immediately hear

another car in the driveway if one arrived..Barty let go of the girl's hand, and although he remained dry, the storm at once found her where she'd

been hiding in the silver-black folds of its curtains..Celestina hadn't noticed the infant being taken away. She had wanted to see it once more, even

though she was sickened by the sight of it..Curiously, reciting these facts usually calmed him, as though speaking of disaster would ward it off.

Since Friday, however, he had found no comfort in his usual routines..A sofa and one armchair provided the seating in the living room. No coffee

table. A small table beside the chair. A wall unit held a fine stereo system and a few hundred record albums.."If they always go there,

smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.That last part was true. He just wasn't loose in this world anymore.

And in the world to which he'd gone, he would not find easy victims..The can struck Junior hard in the face, breaking his nose, before he could

duck..He drove his yellow-and-white 1955 Ford Country Squire station wagon. He'd bought the car with some of the last money he earned in the

years when he had been able to hold a job, before his ... problem.."Who?" she shouted, though they were perched side by side on a black-leather

love seat.."The doctors," he continued, "needed to repair damage to the left frontal sinus, the sphenoidal sinus, and the sinus cavernous, which had

all been partially crushed by that pewter candlestick. Frontal, malar, ethmoid, maxillary, sphenoid, and palatine bones had to be rebuilt to properly

contain my right eye, because it sort of ... well, it dangled. That was just for starters, and there was considerable essential dental work, as well. I

elected not to have any cosmetic surgery.".After all he'd suffered at Cain's hands, Tom Vanadium surprised himself by laughing at these colorful

accounts of the wife killer's misadventures. Indeed, laughter had seemed disrespectful to the memories of Victoria Bressler and Naomi, and

Vanadium had been torn between a desire to hear more and a feeling that finding any amusement value in a man like Cain would leave a stain on

the soul that no amount of penance could scrub away..OUR LADY OF SORROWS, quiet and welcoming in the Bright Beach night, humble in

dimension, without groin vaults and grand columns and cavernous transepts, restrained in ornamentation, was as familiar to Maria Elena

Gonzalez--and as comforting-as her own home. God was everywhere in the world, but here in particular. Maria felt happier the instant she stepped

through the entrance door into the narthex.."He's a hollow man," Vanadium said. "He believes in nothing. Hollow men are vulnerable to anyone

who offers them something that might fill the void and make them feel less empty. So-".In spite of the thousands of hours that Paul was afoot, he

seldom thought about why he walked. He met people along the way who asked, and he had answers for them, but he never knew if any answer

might be the truth..A new quarry, operated by the same company, lay a mile farther north. This was the old one, abandoned after decades of

cutting..That happened ten years ago, the first and last time anyone shot at Nolly. The real work of a private eye had nothing in common with the

glamorous stuff depicted on television and in books. This was a low-risk profession full of dull routine, as long as you chose your cases

wisely--which meant staying away from clients like Enoch Cain..Far from idiotic, Junior's cause was his survival and salvation, and he committed

himself to it with every fiber of his body, with all of his mind and heart..On Sunday, New Year's Eve, Edom and Jacob came for dinner. Following

dessert, when Barty went to his room to continue reading Starman Jones, which he had begun late that afternoon, Agnes told her brothers the truth

about their nephew's eyes..Her brothers' solemnity irritated Agnes. They appeared to be taking this reading seriously, as though it were far more

than just a little after-dinner entertainment..Kid's room. Bartholomew's room. Furniture in cheerful primary colors. Pooh posters on the

wall..Another stiff might have required dragging; but Neddy weighed hardly more than a five-foot-ten breadstick. Junior hauled the body off the

ground and slung it over one shoulder in a fireman's carry..Fourth and last, he was surprised that Kickmule was a legitimate surname. This
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information wasn't of immediate importance to him, but if ever his Gammoner and Pinchbeck identities were compromised and he required false

ID in a new name, he would call himself Eric Kickmule. Or possibly Wolfgang Kickmule. That sounded really tough. No one would mess with a

man named Kickmule..Needlepoint provided no sanctuary. Junior's hands trembled just badly enough to make accurate stitchery impossible..of

Zedd constituted the most thoughtful, most rewarding, most reliable guide to life to be found anywhere. When Junior was Confused or troubled, he

turned to Caesar Zedd and never failed to find enlightenment, guidance. When he was happy, he found in Zedd the welcome reassurance that it was

all right to be successful and to love oneself.Neither of them needed to confirm their mutual attraction with even so much as an additional nod or a

smile. Victoria knew, as he did, that their time would come, when all this current unpleasantness was I behind them, when Vanadium had been

thwarted, when all suspicion had been forever laid to rest..A quick review of these book spines revealed that the treasured Zedd collection wasn't

here..She approached the kitchen table and swept her hand across it, to emphasize its emptiness.."And even in her dreams, you're determined to be

there for her. There was a boogeyman, I have no doubt you would kick his hairy ass, and he wouldn't come around again, ever. So you just go in

this gallery,.He wasn't a marksman, anyway. He couldn't handle anything more than close-up work..With a nervous twitch of his avian head and a

wary frown, the watcher broke eye contact and slipped into the chattering crowd, lost as quickly as a slender sandpiper skittering among a herd of

plump seagulls..As he passed the living-room archway, he said, "Watch out for tidal waves, Uncle Jacob."."So what I am is I'm your talking eyes."

Lowering her hand from his face, Angel said, "Do you know where bacon comes from?".The coin stopped turning across his knuckles and, as

though with volition of its own, it slipped into the tight curve of his curled forefinger. With a snap of his thumb, he flipped the quarter into the

air..The Hackachaks were present, of course. Junior had not yet agreed to join them in their pursuit of blood money. They would give him little

privacy or rest until they had what they wanted..The bullet had been fired by a renegade cop who was every bit as lousy a marksman as he was a

corrupt scumball. He'd been aiming for Nolly's crotch..She heard the door, and when she opened her eyes, the bay had already slid out of the car,

into the downpour again. She called him back, but he kept going..Saturday and Sunday, between. sessions with the directory, Junior cruised around

the county on a series of pleasure drives-testing the theory that the maniac cop was no longer following him. Apparently, Simon Magusson was

correct: The case had been closed..She started toward the door, stopped, and turned to him in the dark. "Kid of mine?".When she was finished with

the dishtowel, she returned to the dining room, and though dinner was underway, she called for another toast. Raising her glass, she said, "To

Maria, who is more than my friend. My sister. I can't let you talk about what I've given you without telling your girls that you've given back more.

You taught me that the world is as simple as sewing, that what seem to be the most terrible problems can be stitched up, repaired." She raised her

glass slightly higher. "First chicken to be come with first egg inside already. God bless.".Agnes, who inherited the property, would have welcomed

her brothers in the main house. Although both were willing to visit her for an occasional dinner or to sit in rocking chairs on the porch, on a

summer night, neither could abide living in that ominous place..Dropped, the wineglass had shattered. But the bottle of Merlot had survived again,

rolling across the vinyl-tile floor until it bumped gently against the base of a cabinet..face looked familiar, and he sensed that he had seen it before

in a disquieting context, although the man's identity eluded him..Crouching beside the boy as he rubbed a brighter shine onto the granite, Agnes

said, "Barty, honey, why are you ....Jacob was hiding something. Until he had spoken of Josef Krepp, his every response had been formed as a

question, which had always been his preferred method of avoidance when conversation involved a subject that made him uncomfortable..Agnes

Lampion would enthrall them, for hers was a life of clear significance. That they seemed equally interested in Paul's story, however, surprised him.

Perhaps they were merely being kind, and yet with apparent fascination, they drew out of him so many details of his long walks, of the places he

had been and the reasons why, of his life with Perri..You have the teeth to do it, Junior thought, but he restrained himself from saying it. "This can't

be a dead end.".When she didn't at once accept his generosity, he said, "All my life, I've lived just to get through the day. First survival. Then

achievement, acquisition. Houses, investments, antiques ... There's nothing wrong with any of that. But it didn't fill the emptiness. Maybe one day

I'll return to medicine. But that's a hectic existence, and right now I want peace, calm, time to reflect. Whatever I do from here on . . . I want my life

to have a degree of purpose it's never had before. Can you understand that?".He was able to play peekaboo in his fifth month instead of his eighth,

stand while holding on to something in his sixth instead of eighth..Beyond the windows, the winter night sifted sootily down through the twinkling

city, as he sat in his living room with a glass of Dry Sack in one hand and the picture of Celestina White in the other..The night that followed might

as well have been a night in Hell, though a hell in which Satan provided an electrolytically balanced beverage..Later, at home in bed, after Nolly

proved the value of oysters, he and Kathleen lay holding hands. Following a companionable silence, he said, "It's a mystery.".Although, by

unspoken agreement, they avoided any talk of loss and death, the mood remained grim. Angel sat in thoughtful silence, pushing her food around

her plate rather than eating it. Her demeanor intrigued Tom, and he noticed that it worried her mother, who put a different interpretation on it than

he did..The quarter, silvery. Under the patriot's neck, the date: 1965. Coincidentally, the year that Naomi had been killed. The year that Tom had

first met Cain. The year that all this had begun..Although a believer, Agnes was not at the moment able to spread the flowers and ferns of faith over

the hard, ugly reality of death. Cowled and skeletal, Death was here, all right, scattering his seeds among all her gathered friends, one day to reap

them..In January 1965, Magusson had sent Cain to Nolly as a client, not sure why the creep needed a private detective. That had turned out to be

the business about Seraphim White's baby. Simon's warning to be careful of Enoch Cain had helped to shape Nolly's decision to withhold the

information about the child's placement..PZ7.L52I5 Tal 2001 [Fic]-dc21    2001016554."Holding fast to the boy's right foot, Jacob observed that

desire-to-change.pdf

Page 2/6



Desire To Change

one elevator might descend safely but that if they took two, one or the other was certain to crash to the bottom of the shaft, considering the

unreliability of all machinery made by man..With his ringleted yellow hair, coiled mustache, and haughty right file, this was a jack that looked as if

he might be a knave in the worst sense of the word..Junior suspected Magusson never had any client but himself. Fat fees motivated him, not

justice..Otter was reluctant to answer. He had to like Hound, but didn't have to trust him. "Shape-changing," he mumbled at last..On the drive

home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in Corte Madera.."July 6, 1944, in Hartford,

Connecticut, a fire broke out in the great tent of the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus at two-forty in the afternoon, while six

thousand patrons watched the Wallendas, a world-famous high-wire troupe, ascend to begin their act. By three o'clock, the fire burned out,

following the collapse of the flaming tent, leaving one hundred sixty-eight dead. Another five hundred people were badly injured, but one thousand

circus animals-including forty lions and forty elephants-were not harmed.".He hadn't paid close attention to those patrons seated at the bar behind

him. Now, he turned in his chair to study them.."September 27, 1962. Barcelona, Spain. A flood killed four hundred forty-five people."."Oh!" She

blotted her eyes on the heels of her hands. "Wait! Give me a second chance. I can do it better, I'm sure I can.".Oblivious that she and Barty had

become the center of attention, Angel said, "Does he ever get the quarters back?".For a while, she couldn't get enough air. Felt suffocated. She drew

great, raw, shuddering breaths, and thought that she would never be able to quiet herself but quiet came..The boy dashed for the front passenger's

door. Agnes didn't follow him, because she knew that he would politely but pointedly express frustration if any attempt was made to help him with

a task that he could perform himself..Although the ace of hearts had only positive meanings, and although, according to Maria, multiple

appearances, especially in sequence, meant increasingly positive things, a series of chills nevertheless riffled through Agnes's spine, as if her

vertebrae were fingers shuffling.."Did they rush you straight in here or did you arrange all the insurance matters at reception, Mr. Pinchbeck?".He

wanted the most expensive box for Joey; but Joey, a modest and prudent man, would have disapproved. Instead, he selected a handsome but not

ornate casket just above the median price..use it. The cop was no threat to the English army, as Joan had been, but as far as Junior was concerned,

the creep most definitely deserved to be burned at the stake..His throat was still so raw from the explosive vomiting, seared by stomach acid, that

he sounded like a character from a puppet show for children on Saturday-morning television, hoarse and squeaky at the same time. If not for the

pain, he would have felt ridiculous, but the hot and jagged scrape of each word through his throat left him unable to.A dry laugh escaped the

detective, but it had none of the warmth of most people's laughter. "You're not bad, Enoch. You're just not as good as you think you are.".Because

drugs foil all efforts at self-improvement, Junior had no use for the cocaine and acid. He didn't dare sell them to recover his money; even five

thousand dollars wasn't worth risking arrest. Instead, he gave the pharmaceuticals to a group of young boys playing basketball in a schoolyard, and

wished them a Merry Christmas. The twenty-fourth of December began with rain, but the storm moved south soon after dawn. Sunshine tinseled

the city, and the streets filled with last-minute holiday shoppers.."It was... the only dream that mattered," Joey said. "You ... loving me. It was a

good life because of you.".His musical abilities were most likely an offshoot of his more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was

numbers, and what he seemed to mean was that he could all but instantly translate the notes of any song into a personal numerical code, retain it,

and repeat the song by repeating the memorized sequence of code. When he read sheet music, he saw arrangements of numbers..Thus far, none of

these women of mercy was as lovely as Victoria Bressler, the ice-serving nurse who was hot for him. Nevertheless, he kept looking and remained

hopeful..Caesar Zedd recommended not merely seizing the day but devouring it. Chew it up, feed on the day, swallow the day whole. Feast, said

Zedd, feast, approach life as a gourmet and as a glutton, because he who practices restraint will have stored up no sustaining memories when

famine inevitably comes..She got out of the cab and stood on the sidewalk in front of the gallery, her legs as shaky as those of a newborn

colt..Nolly shook his head, setting a cotillion of warts and moles adance on his pendulous cheeks. "Ask any adoptee who, as an adult, has tried to

team the names of his real parents. Easier to drag a freight train up a mountain by your teeth.".All the way back to the ridge, sitting up front beside

a county deputy in a police cruiser, with an ambulance and other patrol cars racing close behind them, Junior had shaken uncontrollably. When he

tried to respond to the officer's questions, his uncharacteristically thin voice cracked more often than not, and he was able to croak only, Jesus, dear

Jesus," over and over..Celebration of course, would lead to incarceration and perhaps to electrocution. With Vanadium, the maniac cop, likely to be

found lurking under the bed or masquerading as a nurse to catch him in an unguarded moment, Junior had to recover at a pace that his physician

would not find miraculous. Dr. Parkhurst expected to discharge him no sooner than the following morning..Another of Junior's self-improvement

projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco was the perfect

university for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety..Over the final refrain of

"I'll Be Seeing You" came a man's voice from the foyer, raised quizzically, with perhaps a note of surprise: "Victoria..a time, from the carafe on the

nightstand. She spooned the ice into Junior's mouth not with the businesslike.In the morning, after their first night together, without either of them

suggesting what must be done, Barty and Angel went in silence into the backyard and, together, climbed the oak, to watch the sunrise from its

highest bower. Three years later, on Easter Sunday in 1986, the fabled bunny brought them a gift: Angel gave birth to Mary. "It's time for a nice

ordinary name in this family," she declared..Rapt, frightened yet wonderstruck, Agnes leaned forward, squinting between the whisking wipers..She

lay beside her boy in the darkness, gazing at the covered window, where the faint glow of the moon pressed through the blind, suggesting another

world thriving with strange life just beyond a thin membrane of light..He felt so happy, he was improving every day in every way, life just got
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better-but then something happened that was worse than the shooting. It ruined his day, his week, the rest of his year.."Maria is coming by with

Francesca and Bonita," Agnes said. "We might as well put all the extensions in the table. Barty, call Uncle Jacob and Uncle Edom and invite them

for dinner.".ROCKING AS IF AFLOAT on troubled waters, abused by an unearthly and tormented sound, Junior Cain imagined a gondola on a

black river, a carved dragon rising high at the bow as he had seen on a.In fact, although weak and achy, Junior felt mentally refreshed and

wonderfully alert..In fact, though he strained hard to recall their conversations, he could dredge up nothing that Seraphim had said during therapy,

as if he'd been stone-deaf in those days. The only things he retained were sensual impressions: the beauty of her face, the texture of her skin, the

firmness of her flesh under his ministering hands..From his motel room, he telephoned Hanna Rey in Bright Beach. She still looked after his house

on a part-time basis, paid the bills from a special account while he traveled, and kept him informed about events in his hometown. From Hanna, he

learned that Barty Lampion's eyes had been lost to cancer..A man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer

shambling gait, staring straight ahead. His chin shone and his chest was wet with spittle leaking from his lips..BASEBALL CAP IN HAND, he

stood on Agnes's front porch this Sunday evening, a big man with the demeanor of a shy boy.."Simon's a good man. Now that he pretty much

knows Cain pushed the wife, he doesn't feel better about representing him just because the payoff was big. And in the current case, he's not Cain's

lawyer, so there's no conflict of interest, no ethics problem, so he's got a chance to set things right a little.".Vanadium's smile, in that tragically

fractured face, might have alarmed most people, but Kathleen found it appealing because of the indestructible spirit it revealed..On the morning of

November third, Barty asked Maria to inquire of Agnes what she would like to have read to her. "Then when she answers you, just turn and leave

the room. I'll take it from there.".The doors were unlocked on a pickup parked next to the Pontiac. Junior lifted the granny onto the front seat of the

truck. She was so light, so unpleasantly angular, and she rustled so much that she might have been a new species of giant mutant insect that

mimicked human appearance. He was glad, after all, that he hadn't killed her: Granny's prickly--bur spirit might have proved to be as difficult to

eradicate as a cockroach infestation. With a shudder, he tossed her purse on top of her, and slammed the truck door.."Well, Uncle Jacob doesn't

understand kids. Anyway, this is pretty good stuff.".into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining room

of the parsonage..The lack of offensive odors indicated that he hadn't landed in a container filled with organic garbage. In the blackness, judging

only by feel, he decided that almost everything was in plastic trash bags, the contents of which were relatively soft-probably paper refuse..All day,

for reasons he couldn't quite put into words, Junior had carried that quarter in a pocket of his bathrobe. From time to time, he had taken it out to

examine it..The magazine covers were colorful, lurid, full of violence and eeriness and the coy sexual suggestiveness of a more innocent time. Most

days, he read a story while eating the two pieces of fruit that were his lunch, but sometimes he lost himself in a particularly vivid illustration,

daydreaming about far places and great adventures..He pressed his right ear to the door, held his breath, heard nothing, and addressed the top lock

first. Quietly, he slid the thin pick of the lock-release gun into the key channel, under the pin tumblers..Apparently, he didn't lean back far enough,

because amazingly he landed on his feet in the winter-faded grass. The shock buckled him, and he dropped to his knees. Still cradling Grace, he

lowered her to the ground as gently as he'd ever lowered fragile Perri onto her bed-quite as if he had planned it this way.
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